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NEWSLETTER Spring 2019                                         
 

Bulbs are flowering and trees are blossoming, the sun is shining and the young lambs are jumping 
around in the fields. Easter is just around the corner!  

We deliver supported housing with care farm therapy and work programmes, as well as a Saturday 
night feeding station - all offered with the life changing message of Jesus - to the homeless and 
vulnerable in Worcestershire. 

In June 2018 we launched our housing service and opened Oak House 
following a pilot of one unit which we ran for the previous twelve months. We 
always knew that to make the housing services work well we would need to 
have more than one house and whilst we are not looking to become a large 
organisation, two or three houses was our aim within 2-3 years. 

By the Autumn, after the ‘baptism of fire’ of looking after residents on a full-time basis - we decided 
to go slow on opening a second house to give us more time to consider lessons learned. To make 
the budget work we planned to increase Oak House to a five bed unit whilst retaining the one pilot 
unit which Lynn was living in. However, Lynn had been thinking of whether she could move on to 
more independent living for a little while, and then in January this year she asked for help in exploring 
these options further. Happily for Lynn, by February she was offered a place in an assisted living 
facility nearby and she moved in last week. Our host family for the pilot then wisely decided to take 
a break from having people live in with them and so we are back to having five units of 
accommodation in total, however a budget that is no longer financially viable.  
Following our December newsletter, we have been approached by a family who would like to 
become a GS landlord and the Trustees have approved going forward with House no. 2. However, 
we have a budget deficit to cover and so we need either to increase our monthly income by £500 
per month for 6-8 months whilst we purchase and set up house no. 2, or we need a cash flow 
donation to tie us over. If you can help a little or a lot or have any ideas that would help, we would 
love to hear from you! 

The Feeding Station 
Many thanks to those who attended the very beneficial meeting in 
February to discuss this service and ensure it is as well run and as fruitful 
as possible. We are so thankful for all who volunteer to help produce and 
distribute meals on a Saturday night. We continue to work closely with 
other agencies to ensure that the facilities for the homeless are properly 
co-ordinated and to do all we can to help clients move on with their lives. 

 
 
 

 
SIGN UP! 

We would love you to pray for us, so if that’s for you, please email info@goodsoil.org.uk 
and ask to be included in our monthly prayer and praise points email. 
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MEET FRAN & DEB 
We both volunteer at the farm project on a Monday, in the space that we use 
for art and craft activities.  As the format of project days has changed and 
developed, so has the area of craft.  We used to provide a different activity for 
clients each week, where relationships and self-esteem could be built as well 

as working on the current project. Over time, our 
desire has been to see the area of craft become 
much more purposeful – we would love to see 
people involved in production processes which 
help to fund the space and its use.  This has been 
a challenge in terms of levels of expertise, time 
restraints and the conditions of the space, which 
have been rather cold and damp in winter months.  
But we are slowly making progress, and we are 

grateful to those who have helped make this possible. Pottery, printmaking, 
sewing and lots in between are just a part of what we make.  Follow us on 
Instagram to see the things that we produce and come and see our revamped 
space and buy our gifts and cards at the open days!  

NEWS FROM THE FARM 

 

The housing programme has changed things at the farm. As well 
as opening more farm days (four out of five week days), having 
residents attending means whereas previously we had 
participants turning up on a rather ad-hoc basis, we now have a 
more reliable, consistent and experienced work force at the farm 
who are getting more proficient and are quicker at getting the jobs 
done.  

So we have been expanding our growing area, and with the help 
of Oliver Borthwick Memorial Trust, Good Soil have purchased a 
walk along tractor! This is helping us increase our growing areas 
as well as up skill our residents.  

Greater productivity leads to more produce so as well as 
continuing to sell eggs through local churches, we are looking to 
continue to develop new markets for the produce from the farm; 
that may involve local businesses or the provision of food boxes 
for sale through local churches. 

 
Sign up to #easyfundraising and help us raise funds for The Good Soil Trust when you're doing your 
everyday shopping online. This short video (http://efraising.org/cv1Wj5Bman) explains how simple it 
is and it doesn't cost you anything.  

Use our unique link, search for The Good Soil Trust: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/9BII9H/7Z67KW 

 
 

 
 

 

 

We need some volunteers to help with some very important practical roles.  
Farm Day Group Volunteers. Web Site/Social Media Techy. Handyman. H&S 
coordinator. Contact  alison@goodsoil.org.uk or 07541 701823 for more 
information. 
 

www.goodsoil.org.uk 

Contact us at info@goodsoil.org.uk;                                     Follow us on Facebook 

@goodsoilcraft 


