Hey friends!
We hope you had a wonderful summer! - It certainly looked like you
haven’t lacked sunshine!! We've had the reverse here with a ridiculously
long, cold winter with temperatures going down to freezing. So whilst
we’ve been suﬀering in a house with no double glazing, no carpets, no
insulation and of course no central heating, most of you guys have been
suﬀering for a lack of air-con. We thought of writing at one point and
oﬀering a trade - our air-con for your ﬁreplace but the logistics would’ve
been tricky! So, global warming and global freezing going on
simultaneously - thank God for diﬀerent seasons.
The month of August we celebrated 14 years of going into schools with
the painted word of God. Yay! And really we would just like to dedicate
this newsletter to those who have supported us for this to be a
possibility. We've been going out on a regular basis in our new area of
the country and as always with lots of opportunities. In August,
Paraguay’s new president was sworn in and we don't really know that
much about him but he attended the biggest private Anglican school in
Paraguay and seems to be in favour of teaching the Bible to children in
the schools. Policies change here with each new government and so we
know that for the next ﬁve years we will have this freedom, and that's
something we're very thankful for and will continue to seize. Actually we
got to meet the president and his wife at an event with Jamie’s painted
art!

meeting President Marito Abdo and his wife

Jamie explaining the economic benefits of
decking the presidential palace out with
pop art! :)

These are schools we were at last week - waaaaaay out in the
countryside. We arrived and the teachers gave us complete freedom to
tell these youth about Jesus. Amazing !

We don't ask for permission... we just say "we work in schools
throughout Paraguay and we're in your area today to give you some art
with the word of God in it for your walls."

This is one of four boards we put up at a
huge, imposing and bleak looking school
which was in desperate need of some colour!
The school itself looks like a prison and in fact
we later found out that it was indeed built by
convicts.

Jamie's new board
design...and a message for
us all - “For this son of mine
was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found. So
they began to celebrate.” And
with an extra reminder at the
bottom - “God always has his
arms wide open for you.”

Here’s a picture from last week of Marion with a few of her lovely Sunday
school class group.

Some very poor kids, many of whom walk miles to get here, they get
breakfast, Sunday school class and enough fun bible story
wordsearches, spot the diﬀerences and other activities to wear them
out! Sowing seeds in fertile soil and praying they will follow Jesus all of
their lives...Next week we’re giving them all bibles, for many of them it’ll
be the ﬁrst bible in their house. Now THAT is fun and exciting!
Here’s Jamie rehearsing to play drums at a local mixed-churches
harvest festival last month.

We’re so thankful to have found the church we’re in, and to be able to
serve here in one way or another is a huge blessing to us personally.
With each passing week we’re getting to know folks better and better,
forming strong bonds and friendships both in the church and in our town.

We’re thankful too that the doors remain open for us to share Jesus in
our way with thousands of children and leave a message of hope and
truth on their walls. God is good and we would like to thank all of you for
your regular and faithful support for us and what God has us doing here.
If you’d like to pray for us, here are a few speciﬁc points to pray on:
• The continued reliability of our car. It hasn’t had problems for a while
now, and for this we’re truly thankful. New tyres and a recent service
have helped boost our conﬁdence in it too, but continued prayer is
always good and appreciated - breaking down in the back of beyond
with no phone coverage and no national recovery service = no fun.
• For Paraguay’s new president, Marito Abdo. For wisdom for him and
strength to follow through on his promises to help the most needy in
Paraguay.
Actually, on that note we’ve been having increasing contact with people
in high position in government. It’s not something we’ve sought, we just
keep ﬁnding ourselves in strange situations like personal invites to the
new Governors swearing in ceremony last month. It’s not really our
scene but it does give us opportunity to talk about real issues, and to
share our faith with people who have the power to implement change for
good or bad. So we ask for prayer for wisdom for us too, to be a voice for
the most needy and vulnerable in this region.
Thank you folks! May God bless you and encourage you as you are also
part of this work.

Jamie & Marion

