Hi Friends!
Can you believe that it's nearing the end of March already?! Neither can
we. We hope and pray that this year is starting out well, and will continue to
be a good one for you. And if it isn’t panning out quite as you had hoped,
then that Gods love, wisdom and grace will help you at this time.
We’re just coming out of an extremely long hot summer, which was full of
power cuts and storms. It’s been up around 45c many days, and even for
these crazy sun loving Brits, at times, it was a tad too hot. Right now it's a
much more reasonable 28c!
We're both busy and well and during these past summer months were very
involved in teaching at various children’s and youth summer camps. One
youth camp had over 350 young people, mainly coming in from
surrounding countryside, and it's so amazing to see how open and hungry
to learn about Jesus they are and how they want to learn how to be used by
Him to make a diﬀerence at school, in their homes
and in the workplace.
Marion with some of the
youth camp team

Heres one of my favourite moments in the youth summer camp, and a ﬁrst
for me to hear. These kids are being given the camp rules, here's a couple
of them: DO NOT go into the surrounding forests...there are boa
constrictors there! DO NOT go down to the swamps alone...There
are anacondas there! You have been warned! ...We didn’t see one
rebellious teenager on this camp!

As you know we have a little shop in the centre of our town called 'The
Gallery' and have Jamies art work on the walls. We were there
almost every day for the months of December through to February
and had quite a lot of people come through, so we bought a coﬀee
maker, tables and chairs and started serving free coﬀee and put on
some good music. Great opportunities to share with folk. This town is
an up and coming tourist spot
amongst Paraguayans and so
Jamie made some souvenirs to
sell and that helped to attract folk
to come in. We sold enough
souvenirs and art work to cover
the cost of the rent and the free
coﬀee, so that was pretty good.

Marion actually came to know
Jesus as her Lord and Saviour
through a Christian coﬀee bar
outreach in Spain, as did many
others, and although this wasn't
really planned this way we
ﬁgured that if you can use your
business to tell others about
Jesus and how much God loves
them, then what an added bonus that would be! We've also put up a
Bible board on the wall outside (Middle of town on the high street!)
which we will change each month with a new message for the folk
here. The rest of the year we just have it open most mornings and on
Saturdays and it’s becoming a popular place for people to drop into
for a chat.

We're currently preparing diﬀerent evangelistic materials as we get ready to
go to even more places and schools this year. Jamie is working on new
material to hand out - tracts and a discipleship teaching in guaraní. He's also
using his drumming skills to the full and is drumming in the church worship
group and also in another worship band made of musicians from diﬀerent
churches. He gets asked regularly to help local churches set up or tune their
drums and is also teaching drumming every Saturday in a rural church to a
group of young people, preparing them to be the next generation of worship
drummers, sensitive to the music, not taking any focus oﬀ God and without
any big rock 'n roll endings!
We're more and more integrated into our church, and really feel so at home
there. I don't think we ever imagined that moving away from a big city to a tiny
country town would lead us to having such a packed schedule, but we love it
all. From prayer meetings to home groups to music practice and so on, we're
pretty busy.
Marion continues to be used in various sensitive and diﬃcult situations
which are often emotionally and physically taxing, but she does have a ton of
grace in the moment to help. Last Sunday after teaching Sunday school
(Sunday school is before the main meeting here) Marion left to drive oﬀ
350km to help with a situation in our old town and as I left the service and
people asked where she was I found myself describing her as a ﬁreman
always on call and moving from one testing situation to the next.
Speaking of ﬁremen, it’s a voluntary job here and they raise money to
provide this essential service however they can. A few weeks ago they held a
huge ‘asado’ or BBQ in the town plaza to raise funds - This is barbecuing
Paraguay style!

So, we're busy and extremely thankful
for the many doors that continue to
open and although none of the above
goes without opposition, as we give it all
to God theres an overriding sense of
Him being in control and leading all the
way.
This year in my Sunday school class I
am focussing on teaching the reality of
the Old Testament stories and the
theme is "theres nothing impossible for
God". This week I was preparing my
lesson on David and Goliath so Jamie
did an illustration of Goliath which we
had printed actual size according to the
Biblical description so we could all
measure ourselves against that giant
with the words above "For God nothing
is Impossible".
It's a great illustration to show that our
problems are normally bigger than us
and often seem like giants. But just as
David took down Goliath in the name of the Lord, we too can depend upon
God to give us wisdom and strength to defeat any giants.
As we follow world news, we’re continually grateful for the freedom we have
to preach Christ here in Paraguay, we’re grateful for the peace we enjoy
here, we’re grateful for the relatively stable political situation here. In all these
ways, and many others we’re incredibly blessed. And we thank you for your
support in prayer and ﬁnances for the work we’re involved in here.
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all
making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the ﬁrst day
until now.” Philippians 1:3-5

Love and hugs to you all, thank you and bless you! Jamie & Marion x

