
Word 

As Tom has said, we can see from Jesus’ ministry the importance of God’s word 

as commanded and modelled throughout the scriptures. 

In Luke 11:28 we hear that those who hear the word of God and obey it will be 

blessed. 

28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and 

obey it.”

But that does not mean it will be an easy ride. In Mark 4 we have the parable of 

the sower, where it says when trouble or persecution comes because of the 

word 

Mark 4:13-20 

13 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then 

will you understand any parable? 14 The farmer sows the word. 15 Some 

people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as 

they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.
16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once 

receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no root, they last only a 

short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, 

they quickly fall away. 18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear 

the word; 19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and 

the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it 

unfruitful. 20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, 

and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what 

was sown.”

We see there that: 
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 Trouble and persecution will come because of the word. So we will be 

challenged because of what we believe. There is a reason that the bible is 

banned in so many countries. It is a dangerous book which challenges and 

threatens the world and its order in many ways. 

 We hear that the worries of life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the 

desires for other things will choke the word. So the world will run counter 

to it and will challenge it.

 But if we hear the word and accept it we will produce a crop many times 

what was sown. 

We also see that you can read the bible in the wrong way. In John 5 Jesus 

speaks to the Jewish leaders who do not believe he is who he says he is. 

John 5: 36-40

36 “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the 

Father has given me to finish—the very works that I am doing—testify 

that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who sent me has himself 

testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his 

form, 38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one 

he sent.     39     You study  [  c  ]   the Scriptures diligently because you think that 

in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that 

testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life.

So we see here that reading the bible is not just a memory contest, or a speed 

reading contest or a tick box exercise. We see here that it is about getting to 

know God the Father and Jesus the Son.  

And that is one of the most important reasons to read the bible. Because through 

the bible we get to know God the creator. He reveals himself and his nature and 

his commands and truths through the scriptures. 
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When I was younger my parents had loads of biographies, political and 

sporting, and I thought they would just be a dry set of facts about what people 

had done but they generally aren’t that. Rather they reveal what the person was 

like. The bible is the same. It tells us what God is like. 

It also tells us his commands. It is our instruction manual for life. 

In 2 Timothy 3: 16-17 we have the wonderful description of scripture on the 

screen. It says:

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God  [  a  ]   

may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

 That description of scripture as God-breathed is wonderful. It is infused 

with God. Almost like cooking with herbs in a casserole. Of course, if 

you are infusing with the wrong material then everything goes wrong. 

Some of you may remember that episode of Only Fools and Horses 

where they have guests round for lunch and have prepared a glorious 

roast. Everyone is all set and they pour the delicious looking gravy over 

everything. Unfortunately Uncle Albert has made the gravy with instant 

coffee granules instead of Bisto and so now everything is infused with the 

taste of coffee.

But God is love so the bible is infused with that love. 

 Those verses from 2 Timothy 3 talk about the servant of God being 

equipped for every good work. Equipped i.e. given the necessary 

equipment. When the plumber comes round to fix the burst pipes after the 

beast from the east, he brings his tools. We need God’s tools to live our 

life. 
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Tools is one description but another is God’s armour, as we hear in Ephesians 6.

Ephesians 6:10

The Armour of God

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 

armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 

schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put 

on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be 

able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 
14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with 

the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with 

the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all 

this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 

flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Jacob has a few to add to that list, namely the spear of love, the belt of hugging 

and the knife of care. 

The first and the last of those listed in Ephesians refer to God’s word, namely 

the belt of truth and the sword of the spirit. When we are going into the spiritual 

battles of life we need to be equipped with the word. 

So how can we do this?

In our home group, we have been following the prayer course, which has been 

excellent. It has been about learning the different elements of prayer. We have 

been learning about praying for ourselves and for others and one of the 

important elements of that is identifying what God says about certain situations, 
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i.e. what God’s promises are and praying those promises and that truth into the 

situation. 

It is such a great way of praying and thinking and even in the past month or so I 

have found it so helpful. On the video, Pete Greig of the 24-7 prayer movement 

used a gardening analogy of “praying in seeds rather than pulling out weeds.” 

I’m not sure it works as a gardening analogy but it is a great way to deal with 

the situations that arise in life. In essence it is focusing on the great promises 

that God gives us in the bible rather than focusing on the negative. 

How many time, when we are stressed and anxious do people say “don’t worry” 

or “relax”. Has anyone ever relaxed when anyone tells them to?  

I’ve heard it say that “do not be afraid” or “do not fear” is one of the most 

frequently repeated commands in the bible. But that only works if you know 

who God is and know that he loves you and that his perfect love casts out fear, 

because there is no fear in love, as we hear in 1 John 4. Likewise, the bible is 

full of commands not to fear because God is with us. If we know God and trust 

God then that command. If not, then it will just be like someone telling you to 

relax. 

Or if we are feeling under confident and incapable how encouraging is it to hear 

that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us: Philippians 4:13, 

and to see how often in the bible God has used people who thought they weren’t 

good enough to accomplish great things because they eventually trusted in him 

and obeyed him.  

Or if we are carrying a great burden of guilt, how liberating is it to hear that 

Jesus died for us on the cross to take away our sin. 
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So we see the importance of scripture for us in our own personal lives but also 

in relation to others because we will get the opportunity to speak truth into the 

lives of others. 

So we want us all to grow in our knowledge and love for God’s word and in so 

doing to grow in our knowledge of and love for him and his truth. 
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Ministry 

Discipleship in the context of ministry means training disciples in service and 

evangelism. 

Service is any work done with the motivation to honor Jesus. This could be 

buying a cup of coffee for a coworker, or caring for those who have been 

marginalized by society and affected by injustice, making provisions for those 

who are hurting spiritually and physically. 

Evangelism is spreading the gospel by public preaching or personal witness.

People who become priests are sometimes said to be the ones in full time 

ministry. But that is misleading because we all are. Each one of us has a 

ministry. 

There is a book called God at Work by someone called Ken Costa and the whole 

premise of his book is that our work station is our worship station. Wherever we 

are and whatever we do, we want to serve others and to bring them the good 

news. 

As we are told in 1 Peter 3:15 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give 

an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 

that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”

In Matthew 24:14 we are told that the gospel of the kingdom will be preached 

in the whole world as a testimony to all nations.

And just in case there is any doubt about who should be preaching that gospel 

message the verse on the screen 2 Corinthians 5  makes clear that we are 

Christ’s ambassadors and must bring God’s message of reconciliation to the 

people. 
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16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. 

Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:[a] The old 

has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to 

himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that 

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 

people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message 

of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 

God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s 

behalf: Be reconciled to God.

Jesus never asked anyone to do or be anything which first He had not 

demonstrated in His own life. His desire was to get the disciples into a vital 

experience with God. It is important that we realize that these early disciples 

really did not do much other than watch Jesus work for at least a year. However, 

the vision was kept before them by His activity. The model has been set for us. 

The mission of equipping us as believers to communicate our faith to the world 

was a huge component of discipleship in Jesus’ approach. Word, Relationship 

and Ministry work together to holistically model the discipleship principles 

taught by Jesus. The goal of discipleship is to develop healthy believers that 

walk by faith, communicate their faith, and multiply their faith. This is what we 

want for CoCoChu. 
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